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—_ bern given of him. He e 
I early 1 ha Work of religion, and AN 3 : us ? 


Aanding he was the fon, of a wicked Pr. 3 75 I 
a 0 and ſo (as we may ſu ppoſe) a perfect ſtranger e 
1 thoſe pious  counſelgwarnings and inſtructions, 2 928 1 
moſt neceſſaty and important at that period + 8 
life, 'and beſides, expoſed ro the, influence A; 4-45: 
he evil and vicious example of a father, b 
outh was devoted to the ſervice of God. * 
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1 t 6 Þ go 
wy to the throne, and ſoon after began a 
5 inguiſh himſelf, by his piety, and zeal for 
4 Le” of the God of David. When he as aboy 
fixteen years old, or in the eighth year of ff 
| Reign he began ro fork God---began to ſhew hig 
ſelf for God, and to diſcover his diſapprobatio 
| of, and averſion, to, that idolatry, and wickee 
| neſs which Iſrael 1 in general had run into, an 
in a conſiderable. meaſure thro*: the influenc 


of thoſe wicked Kings who, preceded him, 


In the twelfth year, we are told, he began 
gorge Judah and Feruſalem from the high placel, and 
the groves, and the car ved images, and, the molrk 
images,---Thus he was bent upon ſeeking an 
ſerving God while young, aotwithſloniling the 
+ BY prejudices. of education which he was liable to, 
BP and all the endeavors of thoſe that were arouni 
1 him to corrupt and turn him, from the way £ 

_-  duty.---Here, my young friends, is a anda 
example ; and 1 beartily wiſh the: event may 
prove, that you, think it for your honor ant 

intereſt, to, imitate the ſpirit of it. You a 

farrounded by many ſnares. and temprationsg 

you livein a warld where ſin and vice are pre- 

dominant it may be the unhappiueſs of ſome. 
of you to be born of irreligious and. vicious 
| parents, as it was of the pious youth ſpoken of 
in the text; and ſo to be bred and nurtured, as 
it were, in the boſom of {in :. (a peculiar un- 
| kappincf indeed) But notwithſtanding. by t 
example of the text you are taught, that even 

1 ſuch a caſe you may, and ought while youn 
to ſeek the Lord. While. he was yet yowngy be. 
hegan 10 ſeck after the God of David his fathers, 4 
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tt. To confider;” and inuſtrate, the nature 
* ſetkiyg God, und ſlew in What ways, Got 


pectally: requirty thöſe thut ure young to 1 
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* Wd prope? to iniflvence and en ngage Fe thoſe why 
re young, to begitithe work's ns the Lord; d; 
agreeable to the Exathphe-of the 2 in youth. 
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F . tay. endeayor to illuſtrate the aiature-of 
| the dury recommended in the text. 55 


16 Seeking" Gad. in geriefal | ith hes 4 beürty ad 
intire dey redneſs to him- — care and 
concern, t6:pleafs lum by 4 ſincere and cn 
fcientious Gbfervänes of all that we ko "th 
be his WIL He that n properly 
the work of ſeekiug che Lordi dingently applies 
himſelf tothe practice of every Known duty; 
ind eareftlly avoids every thlug that he knows ? 
{ to be diſpteaſing and offenſive to God: (Joſiah, 
in the tent, is faid to begin to ſeek God, While 
young, bebauſe he early diftovered # regard 
for the laws and precepts of God, and An ab 
horrence of that idolatry and wickedneſs; with 
Which the land of Iftael was then overſpregd. 2 
Becauſe he early manifeſted a ſineere and di 
intereſted regard to duty, and eoufd not bY 
ted aſide from the path of piety and virtue, 
by all the allurements, and evil examples of 
dhe age in which he Hved, even thoſe when 
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to the work of religionertmate it their concern 
get Pofſeſſed of a principle. Li as eee 


and ardent love. to God, to re 


SGod, we can't ſerve him to acceptange 3 Tig 


67 ignorant of his true character, or don't enter- 
55 tain, a juſt; and. true notion, of him ee on ty 


knowledge as this, it becomes all to ſtrive after; 
and ſuch as remain deſtitute of it, muſt be in- 
5 excuſable, conſidering: the clear diſcoveries 


of the character of ſuch as are ſeeking God.---He, 
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and idolatrous Kings: ente 


To ſeek, Goc ĩn a Word is, to be: arnly-#2liggoutl 
And thoſe. whos; would be found ſeeking Go. 
while young, muſt ended Tj AY each 


neſs in the fear of the Lor A c e a Jincer( | 

er be: lency 
to. all his laws. _ Bur, mers Partiehlarly, 
" It. To fee God, is td ſtrive with care anc 
diligence, after a proper vonception- ft him, 
Till we have attained a proper knowledge * 


a rational. homage. that he requires; and how 
can. this be rendered him by. thgſe he are 


indeed, by; ſearching find out God, wwe c HHud out 
the, Almighty unto pi efection * We: can fully 
comprehend his nature and works Ughenough 
may be known of him, to convineg hat 
he i 1s worthy to be loved, worſhipped, And 
Served by his rational creatures e And fugh a 


God has made of himſelf in his word, and 
works- and can by no means, be deſerving: 


bat cometh to God, muſt. beliepe that he ic, and hat 
. 4 reuarder of them, that diligently, ſeek ſim. I, 
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„ Thöft who ate 50h - odd they be hum 
bered with ſuch, as are feckißg Bod -arights .. , - 
muft ſtudy his nattre, and perfeckions ake + 
it their. cart to get acquaihrced with God, in 
his real and true character :4--Atid" this chey 
will never do, while they don't habitvare thems 
ſelves t6 ſeridus reflection, and tonfideration. , 
A due knowledge of God can't be attained b 
them, while they cheriſh vain thoughts and 
carnal imaginations---while their minds are 
taken up, and employed about the pleaſures 
and vanities of the world. When this is the 
caſe with them, God is not in all their Thoughtre 
And while God is baniſhed from their mig 
while they don't afford themſelves leiſure, or 
won't interrupt the courſe and flow of their 
ſinful and rain imaginations, ſo much as even 
to think of God, how can they expect tb attain 
proper contceptions of him? and with what 
ee can they be faid io ſeek bim? 


Moreover, chole who would obtain the! cha- 
racter of ſuch as feek God, muſt diligently, and 
ſcriouſly, confult. Hir. word. Herein he has made 
a molt clear diſcovery of himſelf to us; and 
ve, can arrive at a competent knowledge ß 
God, 1 in no other way, but by attending to 
what he has revealed, and recorded of himſelff, 
in his. word. Thoſe. who would be ſaid; to be 
irivitg 2 after proper conceptions, and 
ideas of God, muſt not lf accuſtom chem 
ſelves, to ſerious refle | and conſid deration, F 
bur wa habituate ü lelre to o reading, and 
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meditating, upon God's holy. word, with the 
greateſt care, and 8 Thoſe Mouth 
who neglect che ſeriptures, who won't giye 
themſelyes the trouble, of daily reading therein, 
and pandexing the facred truths which they 
contain, as well as, thoſe | who baniſh all (ſerious 
thoughss from their minds, and who ſay unto 
God, depart ff em uu, we deſire not the knowledge 
| of. thy , cannot be ſaid to endeavor aright 
after. a jnſt notion and apprehenlion of God, 
and ſo may not be numbered with theſe who 
are ſecking him agreeable to the example of 
tlie text. Joßah, was one who made it his 
ſtuqy to know God, according to the rovelation 
he: ha given of himſelf—the charge of David 
to his. Go 1, Solomon * is, know thou the God ef 
thy Hater as well as ſerve him with a perfect beart; 
and. it is indged tbe firſt thing required of us 
In order to our acceptance with God, that we 
ſtrive ©. know: him. Ontil we know God we 
matt tail in our endeavours, and expectations 
to pile and honour him. Indecd, to pre- 
tonal co ſerve an unknown God, or one whoſe 
rel character we ate ignorant of, and à due 
knowicdize of which we don't make it our care 
aud A es- attain; is both degrading, and 
contradictory in the character of rational be- 
9%, got | 35 Rhib10395% {4 

2. 7% feet Col aright, is to ſeek bim! in the 
625 y of 3 Faith in his ſon, the only mediator be- 
twee en him arid fianers. . There is no other 


means by Which | we, may expect to obtain the | 
* | 
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nd be intereſted in the love 
of God, but a hearty acceptance of. him, :whous 
he hath ſer forth 70 be a propitiation, for the, 11. ＋ 
the world, thro" faith in his blood. It is in this. 
way alone that. God Will be reconciled to ug 
and grant us his favor. Out of Chriſt God is 3 
conſuming fre. There is no ſeeking ; God. to 
any good purpole without belicving.in his ſon 
Feſus Chriſt. He will be found of none, We 
ever they may pretend toſcek him with zealand 
earneſineſs, who are not found intereſted in him 
by fait. S 


divine acceptance, 
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get united. to Chriſt by a goſpel fairh-—Reoelvp 
him as the Lord their righteouſneſs, and depend 


on his merits alone to procure them the divine 


acceptance and favor. And this is what they 
have the greateſt encouragement for. : Chriit 


W © ready to receive and embrace all that will 


come unto him, of whatever age, or character, 
He invites ſinners of the vileſt claſs, with the 
greateſt affection and ſallicitude, to, 1 96 — 
tlipſclves unto, him, and partake of chose 
bleſſings which he hath purchaſed, with hig 
blood. Thoſe who are = g are by no mean? 
excluded from the offers of his grace, It is 
the voice of wiſdom, i. e. of Chr:i(t, I love the 
that love me aud thoſe that ſeek me early Hall find 
4e . And for the co RF geneys even $4 


* 
1437 


. are not Gebaren the er and bleſſings 
of my grace. Chriſt is peculiarly pleaſed 2 
the endeavors of thoſe that axe young; 

an intereft in; his grace, and the bleſſings of 
his purchaſe ; And will never deny them to 
to thoſe who are willing to ſubmit to the caſy 


and equitable terms on which they are ten- 
dered and offered, and fo ſeek them in a pro- 


per manner. The neceſſity of faith in Cbriſt, 
in order to your ſeeking God, aright, need then, 


be no diſcouragement in your way; this may, 
be eaſily attained, by all that are diſpoſed. tg 
accept of the gift of God, and will greatly ele 


tate our e to ſeek and ſerve bigs ©. 
: ben „ * oy 1 Luke 18, 16, i SUB 435% 
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3d. Fo feek God, is cobſtientioùſty to endeg- | 
vor after a carformity to hir law; or tõ ſtrive with 
care and diligence to by obedient to his com 
mands and precepts. God is undoubtedly to 
be ſought in a way of obedienee and thoſe 
who are not diligently careful ta obſerve, and 
do bis commandments, but- on-the contrary follow 
the dictates of their..own,carnal;and- corrupt 
hearts, and, are governed by the falſe maxim 
of a vain and ſinful world, who walk in the 
way of their own hearts, and the ſight of their own 
eyes, fulfilling the deſires of, ibe fleſh and the mind: 
Such, beſure, have no right ta the character of 
thoſe who are ſceking God in an acceptable 
manner, or in ſuch a way as to have any reaſon 
to expect to meet with the divine approhation 
and favor, Joſiah made a point of it, ta obey 
the God of David his father he made As laws, 
the rule and meaſure of is conduct; in this 
way he became juſtly deſerving of che charac» 
ter of a youth that ſought the Lord. God has 
juſtly required the SD of his rational 
creatures : But ſuch is the weakneſs, and, der 
generacy of human nature, that perfect obey 
dience is abſolutely unatta inable j in the preſent 
life; yet we may render Jod, even in this im- 
perfect ſtate, ſuch an obedience, as he Pl grar | 
_ cjouſly accept, and account himſelf hangred 
by---and that is an obedience which Proceed 
from love to him, and a ſincere deſire, ro, pleaſe 
and glorify him, Which has reſpect to his will 


and authority, Aid which, extends, to all his 
ene ee and this is an attainment 
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L }} 
which thoſe that are young muſt cantly en- 
deavor after, as they would be Ne wa 
thoſe who. are fecking God aright. 


We may in ſome inſtances do that which 0 
tigbt, or agreeable to the divine law in itſelt, 
without any real regard to the divine will arid 
authority this, my young friends, is not to 
obey God in an acceptable manner; this i 

what we may be influenced to by worldly rp 

and: motives. But God expects that we have 
a ſpocial regard to him, in all our acts of obe- 
dience - our ſincere enquiry, therefore, ſhould 
always be, Lord what wilt thou Have me 70 40 f 
m each mi thy way O Lord. | 


A religious obedience, muſt alſo ſpring from 
1 hearty and ſupreme' love to God. It is pol- 
ſible in fome inſtances ſor thoſe, who have no 
true: ſenſe of religion, to have a regard to God 
in their actions; as when the evil ayoided is of 
ſudh a nature, as to force upon the conſcience 
a dread of the intolerable diſpleaſure of God. 
When perſons are under conviction of ſin, ,4 
regard to God, though their hearts are not 
really changed, will keep them back. from many 
, evils they have been uſed to commit, and ex- 
eite ther, perhaps to many good actions which 
„ere They had left undone: But in ſuch, caſes 
oy) ye they are influenced by a ſervile, and not an 
WES; ingenous fear of God, and therefore are not ac 
cepted of Him in their acts of obedience, That 
obedience which God accepts proceeds froin C 
love to, inſtead of a flaviſh dread of him; from * 
a ſincere and ardent delire to pleaſe hits, = 
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| y 3 Þ. ak 
From 3 ebnsletton cf tb rea) e n 
excellence of ' holineſs? . 


That obedicnee Puch God accepts, bs 2 
wiſe univerſal. There are many who ould 
willing to obey God in ſome inſtances, if they . 
might 505 allowed to 'gratify th F evil paſſions, 
and deſires in others. But ſuch 12. partial obedi- 
ence as this can't be well- plea ling zo God-—as 
a religious obedience, proceeds from love, ſo 
it has regard to the whole will of God., Then 
ſhall I 17 aſhamed ſaid the Pſalmiſt Suben f aue 
ect to, alt thy commandmentr. Thus to: h 
God acceptably, is to obſerve all his C: 1 
and ſubmit to them, from a principle. of love 
to God and holineſs, and with a (pecial. Yew 
to the will and authority of God, and this ig 
what theſe who are young, muſt. make it their 
care and ſtudy to do, as hes would appr 4 . 
themſelves deſexving of the w of . 
who are > ſeeking . the Lord. But, 2 a 


4. Seeking. God, evidently implied the ole 
of ourſelves 10 him ia prayer. Erayer is à duty, 
mot ſtrongly enjoi ned and incuſeatod, in the 
ſacred ſcriptures and the ſuitableneſs, and pire+ 
prietyof which is manifeſtly taught aus by reaſons 
This is one of the capital ways of ſeebing Gad 
Thoſe who neglect prayer, can therefore haveno 
juſt claim to the character of ſueh hu truly ſerꝭ 
1b Lord. Would you my young ſriends, approte 
yourſelves worthy of this character, you muſt 

accuſtom 5 to devout; ſineere, ardent 

and Humble Prayer: to Gade-IWus is a duty; 
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How many young people, have we reaſon td 
fear, there are, who live from day, to day, 1 


but even once  addreffin tig themſelves to 0 in 


not, "bet Frogs inay imagine, or Wees 
they may flattet theinſelves to the contrary, 
ſeeking the Lord, let the reſt of their Character 
be a it may ; ;if they are rayerleſs, they, have- 
n part or lot, ini true religion; prayer is a moſ 
eſſential ingredient In. ſeeking (God. The.  prac- 
ical langus ge of every prayerleſs perſon to God 
de Hon bie Taefire not the knowledge of thy ways: 
1 NA LLY, to, eek God, is to attend 1 por em 
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one 8 Rn Why 8 in which he who we we * 
him, ant 'ohe ” the directeſt, and readieſt 
ways to find Him, and' be found: of him. What 
pretentions then can be made by thoſe who 
neglect the Tacial worſhip of God; to the cha? 
racter of thoſ&'who- diligently and earneſtly 
ſeek him? Tou can't my young brethren either 
according to reaſon or the ſcriptures, be de- 
nowninated: ſeekers of God, unlefs yon love the 
houſe and worſhip of God; and male eonſcieritt 
of aſſembling yourſelves together with the pe64 
ple of God, for the purpoſes of religious" an 
ſocial worſhip.” 151 
An attendance upon God, in the aged 
c inſtifarion of the ſupper, is likewiſe a neee 
bÞranch of ſeeking God. , And. this is a way in 
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125 e 
which youth as well as others are fe Geb ed to 
feck the Lord. Our Lord has left this rb” geg 


in charge to all his followers, without limitation 
with reſpect to age: It is a command to young, 


ture, and deſign of the ordinance, are obliged, 

even by the Mere authority of Chriſt, to com- 
ply with it. And I can aſſure you my friends, 
thata compliance with it, is notonly your duty, 
but your honor and intereſt.- While you neg> 
let ſo plain and evident « command of the 
goſpel, and even of Chriſt himſelf, you have 
reaſon to fear you are deſtitute of all real and 
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ſuch as are in a proper manner ſeeking the * 
I proceed o I. 


2 To mention ſome confiderdtons, Ateaths 
and proper to influence and engage thoſe who 
are young to a compliance with the duty re- 
commended in the text, or to begin the work 
of met God in youth, And 


Iſt; Top may conſider, that to begin | to ſeek 
the Lord while young, is no mbre than what God 
has, abſolutely, and expreſlly, required of them, 
and commanded them to do- Remember thy 
Creator, in the days if thy youth.*, God has n 5 
left it to the mere choice of the youth, wh 

ther they ſhall /e or remember him, or nüt, but 
he has laid his authority upon them, in mm 


And are you not afraid to oppoſe and 
3 e 91 Vs e 


. 


, . . egg 


as well as old, de 'this in remembrance of me, and 
all who are capable of underſtanding the na- 


true religion, and fo have no part, nor lot with - 


matter. He has commanded them thus to do. 


1 
* 


- | y # 


r 


= 


ever hardened himſelf againſt him; and proſpered 7 


the authority of God, to ſeek him, mechinks; 


; has, required you to ſcek-him : and who of you 
compliance with a demand of che Dude Mas. 


* 


| 735 18 1 
teract the "Nt. of the. great god 2 b 


The conſideration, that you are obliged by 


muſt, if duly weighed, excite you to an early 
ſearch after him. He who has an abſolute 
right to your obedience, and who is perfectly 
ane to puniſhi you if you refuſe to obey him, 


in ſerious conſideration, can dare to refuſt a 


jeſty of Heaven and Earth ? 


2 Thoſe who are 3 may onder int 
only the fitteſt. and beſt time to begin 70 [tek God 
in, and be influenced without delay, to en- 
gage in this important work. Youth'is proper 
ſeed- time which muſt not be neglected or miſ- 
improved. This is a ſeaſon which ought to be 
improved with peculiar care and diligence. 
Ihe ſoul, will not lie fa/low.: good or evil will 
ſprin g up therein if our minds aud hearts are 
not cultivated by religion, ſin and vice will 

et poſſeſſion of them: It is therefore highiy 
important for us, in our tender years, while 
70 to have them replenithed -with the 
20wledge and fear of the Lord, ſeaſoned by di- 
vine grace, and moulded by the kmprefficns of 


4 pity. and religion. | 


\Youth is on every account, he nth fits 
ble and proper time to begin the buſineſs of 
religion in, We are then beſt able to reſiſt 
and. withſtand the difficulties of the work, and 
kurmount the Hardſhips chat attend. it. Age 


4 oy: 19 % 25 : 
renders perſons unfit for /ahor and confli, while - | 
youth i is the meridian of ſtrength and vigor,® 45 | 
1 write unto you young men, (fays the Apoſtle) 
becaiſe 7 ye gre ſirong, and have overcome the . 
1 

Youth is a peo, in which we are not or or 
dinarily ſo much entangled i in the buſineſs and | 
concerns of the world, as we are in more ad- 
vanced years Corrupt principles and habits, 
cannot be ſo deeply rooted in us, and 2 ſo 
ſtrong hold of us as they too often have in age. 
It muſt therefore be important, and maſt wa 
cable for us 10 begin to > feek the Lord while young. 


3 17 who are young, may con ſider, and 

be influenced to engage without - delay in 
the work of religion or ſeeking God, that ar- 
I piety, it peculiarly pleaſing: to God, and cant fail . 
being reuarded with his ſpecial love aud friend- 
hip. God is greatly delighted in bebolding 
thoſn who are young engaged in and devoted 
to his ſer vice walting in his ſtatutes, and making * 
religion tbe -guide of their {ives : and, ſuch may 
depend upon having the bleſſing and favor ot 
Heaven. They will be: proſpered with, reſpect 
to this warid, as far as is conſiſtent with 
-their ſpiritual intereſts; for godliueſi bath the 
- Promiſe of the life that nor i, f but Whatever 
their out ward lot and circumſtances may be, 
Weir inward peace and comfort will be ſerure. 
.and.they will have. a,uever; failing piale. to the 
Joys, of God's pteſence. % Bux. Gen fuagelyet;, = 
4 Another important conſideration, which 
I. muſt lay before you, is, youth I WON: . ffs 
92 e n t t. T. 4 120 
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dulge them, with future opportunities ro ſeek 
and ſerve him, and ſecure the ſalvation of their 
ſouls in- But this their way, is their folly* 1 


tain, whether any opportunities but the pre- 


well as others, are wholly uncertain, as to che 
- continuance of their lives. Vit night the oli 


— 


| parity, which you witt eber have, 70 ſeth Ob 
in. This ought powerfully. to influence 'you 


' Immediately ro engage in the werk of eur 


ſouls, or the buſinefs of religion. The great» 
eſt part of mankind, die i in youth, or before 
this period is paſſed. Young perſorls are, no 
doubr, as liable to fi ckneſs and diſeaſes, which 
are the harbingers of death, and to, mortal 
and fatal accidents as others, Many, wha 
babe promiſed themſelves, : a long te of plea» 
ſuro in the ways of ſin, and flatteted themſelves 
with the notion of- makin g amends for all Help 
offence againſt God, by living in ſin, by a 
ture repentance, have had cheit / uay⸗ Waberes 
in yourh, and ſo been farally diſappointed. 
ar is well known, that the youth are too ap ta 
put off the work of ſeeking God, till a future 
Pana, preſuming that they have many days. 
and years, yet to come, and that God wi in 


It muſt be the higheſt degree of imprugetice, 
to delay! in matters of ſuch moment and impbr 
tance; Eſpecially when it is abſolutely uncet- 


ſent will be granted in order to the accom- 
pliſhment of them. Thoſe who are young as 


of youth now alive before God, mayo required of 
hen. No you have an opportunity afforded 
vou, for ſeeking: God; but whether you wl 


ce be indulged with another, with. * 9 


„ he 2 
ou, bs an abſolute uncertainty, C G ad 4 wah, 
10 u are now alive, and have all bidet ad. 
vantages in order to your ſecking' the Lord 
but in a ſhart time you may be called to the 
grave, where is ue work, nor. device, wiſdom, nor 
Tow ledge Where all opportunities and, ad- . 
vantages for ſerving Gad, and ſecuring the: Fen 
vation of your fouls; will forever ceaſe. We ca 
never en ge in religion too ſoon, tho“ we 71 >; = 
eaſily defer it tao long, and ſo be miſcrabl * 3 
yond reeovery, and beyond eapreſſon. It 3 
r i therefore'the, wiſdom of all to make it their firſt 
A and earlieſt buſineſs and concern, 9: os: 
7 


| Laſtly. In order, that thoſe y, o are young Wo 
. may be; influenced to engage in che work of _ 91 
I ſeeking God, without heſitanc J. 785 gelan- N 
They may conſider; that by . ieh, they | 
' may be freed from che bitterneſs, a us pf ſorrow. gf 
ll - > (as, repentance, (if i 1b 30 p leale God, when 
: they, are grown old 9 ſin, to LA them repen- 
eee fee) By. ine © 99,,or becoming.” 
} relle in youth, many heinous {i ins, ALE pfſg- 
ö vented, which otherwiſe, would have been gom- 
ö mitte d, ff H which wolf make work for repen= _ - 
- Wl *ranct, The more fin wWe have committed the 172 
, Pen e muft our” rief and ſotrow, neceffarity 
h "be nen we a "brought to true r tf 
| 'ratice;” "The outs ſinner's man = 12 
N ughr and eaſy when cotmpared; with that” jo] | 
| "the *} e 017 Man. What birtkrneſs ang Ah uy 
: gui fade fieceſfarity ariſe in the mind of oe 7 
Bs Shs has ſpent along Hfe, in he ſeWice of ., ©; 
2 -_ 1 . 0 1408 kite of bis late J F- 
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our crimes, | bs 


3 
| „with great plaineſi to open to you the nature 
* . of. ſeeking the Lard, and have laid before you con- 
-. Aderations, ſuitable and proper to influence 
ou to engage in this important work, in jouth. 
Let me entreat you, to make a cloſe and parti- 

. Folar application of what you have heard. Be 
pperſuaded, to examine your hearts and lies, 
„a and ſee, whether you are indeed ſeeking God. 
And don't think it fafe to content yourlelyes, 
while you are not, With cate and diligence, 
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Hey muſt he mourn over the long catalogue, of 


© Wa 1-5 a #7" & I een 1 : 
he be grieved to think of the many precious ad- 


yaptages, and opportunities for the work o 


God and his ſoul, which he has waſted and loſt? 


5 


What anguiſh mult wreck his ſoul, when he 


conſiders how much time he has ſpent, in dif- 
honoring God, and ſerving his own carnal lufts 


and paſſons?---The remembrance of theſe things 


will be very bitter and grievous to him. Now, 


chis miſery may be prevented, by our begin- 
ning to ſeck the Lord while young, - Indeed, 
| there is a bitterneſs which neceſlarily attends 


repentance, at whatever age we may be bro't 


to it 1 the young ſinner cant repent. Without 
fighs and moans and bitterneſs of ſoul? but then 
his grief and forrow in the review of his fins 
cant be equal to that of the aged ſinner when 
he is brought. xo repentance, 'who has'a long 
'courſe of ſin to reflect on. The bitterneſs of 
Tepentance if it be true and ſincere; will be in 
proportion to the number and aggravation of 
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us, my young friends, I haye endeayoreds 
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known commands of God · and neglect a con- 


are deſtitute of àn intereſt in Chriſt, by faith : 
while you live in diſobedience to any of the 


«+ 


ſcientious attendance upon him, in his ſacred | 


inſtitutions.---It is indeed, matter of grief, and 


lamentation, that ſo many of the riſing gene 
ration, diſcover ſo much indifference, about 
ſeeking the Lord, in the ways of his appoints 


ment-that the youth, are ſo generally inclined . 


to walk in the way of their own hearts, and in the 


ſight of their own eyes, to the neglect, and con 
tempt of the laws, and precepts of Sonn 


Notwithſtanding the great advantages, b lch of, 
they enjoy, how few conparatively appear, 
heartily engaged in the buſineſs of religion? 


How few, appear willing to renounce the plea 
ſures of ſin, and mortifv their luſts and deſires? . 


With reſpe& to the youth, how does iniquity, 


inſtead of true picty, abound among tus ? How 


few are found enquiring the way 10 Zi with 


their faces thitherward? How ready on 


4 


of the 


That e _ are wh be nuke 


= os þ = F 


e con- 
trary, are the youth in general, to run into tile 
ways of wickedneſs, thoſe paths that lead down _- 
to the chambers ofdeath ? And how many e. 
riſing generation, are there, who though they © 
may not be openly vicious and profane, want'the 
eſſential evidences of ſeeking God. Who are 
ſtrangers to the new birth, and the principles 8 77 
of true piety, and godlineſs ? When we take a 
view of the youth in general, ſèe how they afe : 
| inclined, and what the tenor'df their conduct. 
and converſation is; we can't bit eng 5 5 


4 particular ſhare in the affection of all good 


— 4 * , & N 
/ * 5 
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s inctled to 45 felicity of thoſe who are ron 
perly concerned, to ſeek, and ſerve the Lord. | 
There are ſome; (bleſſed be God) who, not» 
ithiandiog the general corruption of the 


youth, manifeſt a real regard for. religion, and 
appear en gaged, in the work of /tckingGod; This 


is a conſideration, that muſt adminiſter great 
gomfort, and joy, to all who wiſh well to Zion, 
and are concerned for the adyuncen ent, of the 


Redeemer's kingdom in the world. The i inte- 


reſts of religion, very much depend upon its 
being kin-lly, received, and embraced by. the 


youth. This,ought ever to be remembered by 
- Fer and ſuch as have the caxe and inſtruc- 


ion of youth, committed to them, and this 
confideration ought molt powerfully t influ- 
ange them, to uſe the greateſt care and Gerne 
in inſtructing them! in the knowledge and fear of 
the Lord. When parents, and thole who have 


the care of youth, neglect to inſtruct them i in 


'the duties of religion, they are Qriking at the 
root of religion, as well as greatly 1 injuring: the 


fouls that are committed to their truſt, 


It is a happy conſideration, that amidſt all 


| the degeneracy of the times, the ancient religi- 

ous Societies of young Men, are upheld among us. 
That there are ſtill ſo many who are willing to 
oyn a regard for the intereſts of religion, while 
tit is, ſq generally diſregarded and contemned. 


by the youth. Such ſocieties, are indeed worthy 


men. They axe honorable- They are greatly 
3 to religion - and tend much to th 
n Pf: jus: dignity. and eee ia 5 
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my young EAN 8 hs: e 
not to reſt in their character alone, and truſt to 
chat for the divine acceptance and approbation- 
Your uniting yourſelves for the purpoſe of God's 
worſhip and ſervice, is indeed, a good evidence 2 
that you are ſeeking the Lord; but this does not- 
prove that you are heartily engaged in e 
cauſe of religion, and have, entered into the 
ſpirit of it and unleſs this is the-caſe, notwith- _ 
-- ſtanding your ſhew and appearance of religion; 
vou may not expect to be accepted, and, ap». 
proved of God. You muſt not only, have the © 
orm, but experience the power of godlineſs, as 
you would, with for the divine approbation, and 
have a title to the happy fruits of God's favors  : 
You will then bear it, continually, in mind, that - 
zo get intereſted in Chriſt, by faith---to have your ſouls - + 
ſancti ſied by the Holy Ghee to have the love of. ©. 
God, ſbed abroad in your hearts, is the foundation 
of all true piety, and without which, the moſt - 
ſpecious pretenſions to religion are vain” E 
do not indeed ſuſpect your ſincere and pious 
views, in the profeſſion which you make. 
only caution you, in love, td ſuſpect yourſelves, 8 
and ſo guard againſt that, which ſpoils the moſt 0 
ſplended profeſſions, and renders the greatelt.... 
ſhew of godlineſs, 3 and odious, in 
the ſight of God a wang, of ſincerity, and a prin- 4 
ciple of grace and holineſs, i the ſoul. Be guilled. 
by theſe, and you .can not fail of being ac 
cepted of God, in your ſocial acts of piety a 2 | 
religion, and in all the branches of duty, in 
chich you engage. And now brethten, I rim. 
mend ou unto God, who'1s able to build you ups aug, 72 
2 Ju. an inherigance 2 NE 2 are 677 ſan a” 


— 


A 
— 


a tt w \ Wm. Lbs ; 


LSD EIS do © eo (> © © _» wn 


0 
4 50 I - 
= a . 2 
4 * 4 * ww, 
- . 
— — + _ 
2 — — 


—  "_ - 
— =o. ce, < 


FRIx 


3 — 
= Suns os 
w_ — - 


— — 


— 


Van. 
— 
— — 


— 


VICE 
2. — — 


—— —„—-ſ — ———ů— 
+ — 


— 
— 2 — 
— ＋ — 
—-— . — 


_ — — — — 
— 


—— —— . — „  —— — : 


— — 2 ow - 
* 
% 
- * 


——U— —ͤ— . — 


k,* 
' 
k 'T" 9 
W fy 
19 . 
. 
2 


\ $971 | 


« 
115 


To "Think it, therefore! red 85 S 


os "6 0 coxc LUDE, Let all the 8 N 


|. 175 hs exorted-to engage in the work of religion, 


and begin 10. Jet. the Lord. O! remember your. 
Creator, now in the dajs. of your "youth. Let not 
tlie firſt, and heſt of your days be ſpent i in the 
Pays of fin, and ſervice of carnal luſts, and 
deſires; but let religion be your principal and 
Firſt care, let it be the guide of your youth, 
Tpiak it for your hanor, think it for yonr in- 
tereſt; to be governed by its laws and dictates. 


Let not this: precious ſeaſon, this 1 important. 
period of life be neglected or miſpent; bũt moſt 


carefully and diligently improved hy you. Give 
unto God your heart render him the obedience 
of your ſouls, now while your ſervice will be 


wel acceptable, and pleaſing to him, now in 


the morning of life. Do not for your fouls ſake, 


try the work of religion, to more advanced 


age. do not imagine, that you can. ſafely put 


it off, to a more convenient ſeaſin-—do not flatter 


A rtelres, that it will be time enough for you” 
to pleaſe God. when age arrives, or thoſe days 
in which ye yourſelves, can have no pleaſure. 
/ Conſider that the work of religion inſtead of 
growing eaſter and eaſier by delayss will grow 
more and more difficult and hard to be per- 


ö formed. The longer you are eſtranged, and 
155 alienated from God, the more averſe and indiſ- 


Wa will [you be to return unto! him. The 
> ftrengrh- and power of ſin will grow and in- 

*creaſe. within you, and your hearts contract 
\ « hardneſs which will not be eaſily med | 
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enjige in a religion N de W now 
be may be found, call call upon I The. 
| whole of your lives, is not too long, to 5 
God and your ſouls in, do” not then chink ik of > 
; deferrit ng the important. concerns of your fouls, ©; 8 
_ andrelig] gion, till your time is further waſted, 
and your lives draw nearer to a cloſe. But 10 1 
day,whileit i is called to day, break off from your:ſins,. 
accept of an offered Saviour, and devote jour bodies and 5, 
ſpirits x wnro God. Behold, now is the accepted lime, 
now is the day of falvation, I cloſe with the words 4 
of the wiſe man, My ſon, if thou wilt receius my. - 
 words,- and bide my ommandments with thee + S 
| tha thou incline thine ear wito wiſdom, and apply 
thine heart 10 underſtanding #' Tia, if thou crieft.-- 5 
© after knowledge, and lifteſt up thy. voice for unden. 
| ſtanding + If _#hou ; ſeekeſt her as ver, and ſearcheſt - 
for her at for hid treaſures Then ſhalt thou under- 3 
"ſtand the fear es the Lord ; and, find the ane, E 
„„ 2 
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